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solutions to attract, retain, and grow busi-
nesses in Alameda and Contra Costa Coun-
ties. Founded in 1990 after a thoughtful and 
strategic process to create a collaborative ap-
proach to economic development opportunities 
and challenges, East Bay EDA continues 
today as a strong regional voice for strength-
ening the economy, building a qualified work-
force, and enhancing the high quality of life in 
the East Bay. 

East Bay EDA’s unique structure of cross- 
sector leadership, its development of region- 
specific research, its advocacy that benefits 
business growth and workforce development, 
and its efforts to champion employer-led en-
gagement for education that leads to careers 
makes it an impactful organization for strategic 
business development. International, domestic, 
and regional businesses depend on East Bay 
EDA to provide access to business resources, 
access to investments and incentives, regional 
marketing, business-to-business connections, 
leadership introductions, and land use and in-
frastructure support to help businesses suc-
ceed and create quality jobs. East Bay EDA 
invests in sustainable strategies to build tal-
ented and local workforces to meet tomorrow’s 
job opportunities that require strong STEM 
education foundations. 

On a personal note, I salute my friend and 
colleague, Chairman of the EDA, Supervisor 
Carson. His dedication to the residents of the 
East Bay is both commendable and inspira-
tional. Furthermore, as a former entrepreneur, 
he understands the diverse needs of the busi-
ness community, which helps to successfully 
execute the East Bay FDA’s mission of mak-
ing the East Bay a world-recognized location 
to grow businesses. He has been consistently 
re-elected as the Chairman for 22 years be-
cause of his passion and leadership for busi-
ness development. 

On behalf of the residents of California’s 
13th Congressional District, I congratulate 
East Bay EDA on 25 years of exemplary serv-
ice as it continues to support the changes in 
the East Bay economy brought about by tech-
nology, environmental stewardship, and global 
challenges. I wish the East Bay EDA well as 
it seeks to make the East Bay the premier re-
gion for business opportunity, innovation, and 
the quality of life. 
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Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize an outstanding individual, Mr. Albert 
Wess, of Paris, Kentucky. Mr. Wess, a part of 
the Greatest Generation, answered his na-
tion’s call to service during World War II. 
Today it is my honor to recognize him before 
the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Wess was born in North Middletown, 
Kentucky. During World War II he was a mem-
ber of the United States Army. He served his 
country as a truck driver in the famous ‘‘Red 
Ball Express’’. He and his fellow drivers deliv-
ered munitions and supplies to the Army front 
lines in Europe, following General George Pat-
ton. They supplied troops fighting in the Battle 
of the Bulge and the many battles that fol-

lowed. The brave convoy drivers traveled at 
night with no lights, making it more difficult for 
German planes to strafe the convoys and de-
stroy the trucks and supplies. 

Mr. Wess worked in the steel mills of Ohio 
for a time after his military service ended. He 
then moved back to Bourbon County, where 
he worked at the Lexington Army Depot for 
thirty two years. After retirement, he worked 
for Wilson’s Drug for more than nineteen 
years. Mr. Jones and his late wife have four 
children. He continues to be active in his 
church, Seventh Street Christian Church in 
Paris. 

The bravery of Mr. Wess and his fellow men 
and women of the United States Army is he-
roic. Because of his courage and the courage 
of individuals from all across Kentucky and our 
great nation, our freedoms have been pre-
served for our generation and for future gen-
erations. He is truly an outstanding American, 
a patriot, and a hero to us all. 
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a remarkable leader from my home 
state of Michigan, William Clay Ford, Jr. Mr. 
Ford is being honored in Detroit on September 
10, 2015 by the USC Shoah Foundation Insti-
tute with its 2015 Ambassador for Humanity 
Award. The USC Shoah Foundation Institute 
says that ‘‘The Ambassador for Humanity 
Award is reserved for individuals who embody 
the Institute’s values and mission to promote 
tolerance and mutual respect.’’ Bill Ford is un-
doubtedly such a person, and it is fitting that 
he receives this honor. 

Bill Ford is the Executive Chairman of Ford 
Motor Company, which was founded by his 
great-grandfather, Henry Ford. He worked his 
way up in the company, where he started at 
the age of 22 as a product planning specialist, 
and throughout the years he has mastered the 
complexities of the company and the auto in-
dustry. His leadership at Ford has reflected a 
twofold commitment—to building the world’s 
best automobiles, while at the same time 
being a strong corporate citizen in the commu-
nities where its facilities are located and in so-
ciety at large. As a lifelong champion of envi-
ronmental stewardship, Bill Ford has led Ford 
Motor Company’s efforts to develop and 
broaden the use of new, environmentally- 
friendly technologies in its vehicles and to 
lessen the environmental impact of its manu-
facturing, from increasing the use of post-con-
sumer product in its plastic parts to leading 
the restoration of the Ford Rouge Center, 
which the company says is ‘‘the world’s larg-
est brownfield reclamation project.’’ 

Bill Ford’s passion for protecting the envi-
ronment is matched by his commitment to en-
suring that our communities are strengthened 
by the vital educational, healthcare, and cul-
tural institutions which serve them. One of the 
important efforts that he and Ford Motor Com-
pany are involved with is a partnership with 
the USC Shoah Foundation Institute’s 
IWitness educational program. IWitness pro-
vides educators and students with firsthand 

audio and visual accounts from survivors of 
and witnesses to the Holocaust as well as 
genocides in Armenia in the early twentieth 
century, in Nanjing, China in 1937, in Cam-
bodia in the 1970s, and in Rwanda in 1994. 
These testimonies enable students to learn 
from history in a deeply personal way, and en-
courage them to act to oppose and prevent fu-
ture acts of genocide. Thanks to the commit-
ment of Mr. Ford and the Ford Motor Com-
pany, the Institute’s IWitness program will be 
expanded to more schools and students 
throughout Metro Detroit. 

When the award was announced, Steven 
Spielberg, who founded the USC Shoah Foun-
dation Institute, captured so well the impor-
tance of the IWitness program and of Bill 
Ford’s leadership when he said, ‘‘Reaching 
people when they’re young is the key to 
changing the world with testimony . . . the 
commitment of Bill Ford and the Ford Motor 
Company to support new approaches to learn-
ing, to provide scholarships, and to help de-
serving students attain higher education make 
him a great ambassador, and I am proud to 
recognize him for his efforts.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, President John F. Kennedy 
once said ‘‘For of those to whom much is 
given, much is required.’’ Bill Ford, who has 
committed so much of his time, talents, and fi-
nancial resources into strengthening our com-
munities in Southeast Michigan, truly exempli-
fies this spirit. I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating him on so deservedly 
receiving the 2015 Ambassador for Humanity 
Award from the USC Shoah Foundation Insti-
tute. 
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Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay rec-
ognition to a great friend, dedicated public 
servant and outstanding community leader: 
Mr. Larry Dale of Sanford Florida. 

Larry is retiring as President and CEO of 
the Orlando Sanford International Airport this 
month after 14 years in this leadership posi-
tion. His work and efforts over the years 
helped make that airport one of the economic 
engines in the 7th Congressional District. 
Since 2001, when Larry took the helm, the air-
port has significantly improved its operations 
and expanded services. Orlando Sanford 
International Airport now serves over 2.2 mil-
lion passengers a year, with thousands em-
ployed. The airport is also consistently in the 
top 30 busiest airports in the world in terms of 
total flight operations, recently being awarded 
the U.S. ANNIES Award for Fastest Growing 
U.S. Airport in 2014 for facilities serving be-
tween 2 million and 5 million passengers. 

Mr. Dale has been a leader in the aviation 
industry during his tenure, advancing national 
and state issues and establishing Orlando 
Sanford International Airport as a top inno-
vator in aviation operations and security. In 
2010, he was awarded the Florida Department 
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